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 As we experienced a couple weeks 
ago, Bellefontaine City Schools will 
no longer have “snow” days, only 
“remote” days due to poor weather 
conditions. On these days, teach-
ers will have lessons for release in 
Schoology. However this creates a 
new issue that BCS has been at-
tempting to solve even before the 
pandemic: how do we provide tech-
nology to all students in the district? 
 One-to-one technology has 
become a priority schools across 
the nation. Ms. Minnick, who helps 
run the Success Center, said “In 
this day and age, a one-to-one tech 
device program is very valuable 
-- and I don’t just mean in the age 
of COVID. Technology has been 
an obstacle across the country as 
we try to deal with education in the 
age of COVID. But aside from that, 
technology is an important part of 
our future, and students need to be 
familiar with it.”  Ms.Minnick also 
spoke to us about the struggle to 
support newer technology to replace 
the outdated technology. “Unfortu-
nately, technology is expensive, and 
many public schools do not have 
the funds to support it. Even when 
financial assistance is offered, it is 
usually about the initial purchase 
and does not pay for networks or 
maintenance. And we all know how 
quickly tech devices become out-
dated. So, until our governments 
fully fund our schools, one-to-one is 
just a nice fantasy for many schools. 
Here at Bellefontaine, due to bud-

get, we are purchasing [Lenovo] 
Chromebooks. This means that our 
software and application choices are 
limited.” Money is always going to 
be in question when talking about 
every student but there’s always a 
way to get what is needed. 
 BHS technician Mrs. Coo-
per explained everyone is focused 
for one-to-one and to make sure 
everyone has what they need and 
are prepared. She said “The main 
goal for one-to-one technology is 
to be sure that every student has 
equal access to technology. This 
allows our district to build a hybrid 
learning model using online services 
like Schoology as well as traditional 
classroom teaching to give the best 
learning experience possible for our 
students.” The staff are currently 
converting to a Google school as 
a part of a broad plan to put more 
technology in the hands of the stu-
dents at a lower cost to the district. . 
While most experiences are positive 
with being a one-to-one district, 
there will be challenges, including: 
internet bandwidth, devices that fail, 
and building curriculum around 
technology in a meaningful way. 
The one-to-one initiative is sched-
uled to roll out at the beginning of 
the 2021-2022 school year. They 
are currently developing the plan at 
this time as they put all the moving 
pieces together. It is our desire to be 
sure all those pieces are put together 
as seamlessly as possible. 

The push for one-
to-one technology

by Rylie Fullerton, Mya Godsey, Makayla Hayes, and Austin Lamb
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Sr. Leeah Kuhn with her ever-trusty laptop



Senior athletes struggling to get 
signed during COVID

by Erin jackson

Throughout the past year many 
students have gone through hard-
ships while trying to pursue their 
dreams of going to college and 
playing a sport during COVID. 
Many college campuses and ath-
letic programs shut down. This 
means not giving athletes tours, of-
ficial offers or even having seasons 
of their own. Many NCAA rules 
changed that caused a dead period 
in the Division II and II collegiate 
sports. This means that colleges 
could not offer athletes any money 
to come and play at their school 
or even give them an official offer. 
This put many athletes behind in 
their recruiting because they could 
not put themselves out there the 
proper way. We talked to vari-
ous students about their journey 
through this difficult process. 
 Ryan Johnson is looking 
to play colligate soccer. He didn’t 
start his process until after every-
thing with COVID started.  This 
made is process hard to do. Ac-
cording to Johnson, “Covid gave 
me doubts about wanting to go to 
college and continue to play soccer 
but I decided it’s always been my 
goal to do it and I can’t give up 
now.” He has gone to many Iden-
tification camps where athletes get 
an opportunity to play for col-
lege coaches. He also played club 
soccer and earned many awards 
along his way. One big thing that 
happened to Ryan was that he was 
getting ready to go to an ID camp 
at Lake Erie college and his father 
tested positive with COVID. Ryan 

has not received any official offers 
but is waiting on one to come in so 
he can continue his soccer journey. 

 Markus Brugler is looking 
to continue his baseball career at 
the next level. He has had a little bit 
more success in his journey due to 
him starting his recruiting before 
COVID started. Markus has received 
official offers from Muskingum 
University and Wright State Lake 
Campus. Brugler says “I have always 
looked to play baseball at the next 
level and COVID did not change my 
mind or view on that”. Once shut-
downs started in March Markus still 
e-mailed and had phone calls with 
college coaches, he was interested in. 
Makus said one of the hardest parts 
of all of this was knowing if he liked 
the program due to him not being 
able to meet the coach 1 on 1 as well 
as not being able to look at certain 
things on the campus and have a full 
campus tour. 
 Ethan Moore is looking to 
play baseball at the next level. He has 
received offers from Bluffton, Defi-
ance and Malone. Ethan has been an 

all-star baseball player for the Belle-
fontaine program since his freshmen 
year. COVID has affected his process 
a lot with baseball being a Spring 
sport; the shutdown prevented his 
chance to show off to potential 
coaches, but he says, “everything 
happening with COVID has made 
me push myself harder and wanting 
to work harder to make it to the next 
level.” Coach Brunswick was a huge 
help for Ethan during quarantine 
who continued to put his name out 
there while most programs were 
shut down. Moore’s top three picks 
right now are Notre Dame, Malone 
and Capital. 

 This process is very hard for 
athletes without COVID and once 
COVID struck it made it even hard-
er. To find your perfect fit while not 
being able to interact with people or 
coaches a lot makes it very hard, but 
these athletes kept pushing though 
during this hard period in our lives. 

Senior Ryan Johnson

Senior Ethan Moore



Boys Basketball 
struggles during 
quarantine

Bowling teams start 
another excellent 
season

Orchestra prepares 
for virtual perfor-
mance

by Austin Lamb

by Mya Godsey

by Makayla Hayes

Calton prepares 
choir students for 
February musical

by Brooke Miranda
The BHS choir is preparing to per-
form ‘Sister Act: The Musical’ this 
February as their annual musical 
performance.
 Senior Gracie Middaugh 
says, “It’s definitely going to be dif-
ferent this year compared to the past 
three musicals we have performed, 
but Mrs. Calton and our other direc-
tors are working hard to allow us to 
have one final performance before 
the seniors graduate.” With all the 
COVID restrictions the state has 
in place, the cast is going to have to 
work hard to perform a good show 
while still following guidelines.
 The cast will perform four 
different shows instead of two like 
the previous years. Middaugh says, 
“We are choosing to perform Thurs-
day night, Friday night, Saturday 
morning, and Saturday night. This 
helps ensure that everyone can come 
and watch, considering the social 
distancing rules we must follow.” 
Many of the lead characters will be 
double-cast to allow everyone a part 
and to keep everyone fresh for their 
performances. 
 Director Stacy Calton is still 
working on a way for the cast to sing 
with their masks on andis taking all 
precautions into consideration. Gra-
cie Middaugh states, “The seniors 
have had a lot taken from them this 
year. It’s hard to think about not 
having a musical my senior year. We 
are so grateful for everyone involved 
with this year’s performance. We 
really could not do it without them.” 
The performance is to take place in 
February of 2021.

Junior Landon Gibbs bowled a 299 
against northwestern last Wednes-
day, one pin short of a perfect game. 
The team has strong senior leader-
ship as well as junior Beau Salyer. 
The team has a chance to win CBCs 
this year if they defeat Jonathon 
Alder and Kenton Ridge. 
 On the girls’ team, Ashley 
Ehmer bowled a 216 and a 180 for 
the high two-game series score of 
369. Senior Lindsey Heminger says, 
“We’re looking for a fifth bowler to 
help pull the team together.” The 
girls are currently on track to win 
CBCs for the third year in a row. 

Bellefontaine’s music programs have 
had even stricter COVID guidelines 
than most classes.Orchestra will not 
be having their State competition in 
person but online. The BHS orches-
tra has been recording their perfor-
mances along with choir but there 
still offering the option to buy a tick-
et and watch it in person. Orchestra 
recently had their Christmas concert 
and plan on having their state com-
petition in the late winter.
 These performances can be 
found online when you look up BHS 
orchestra.

Bellefontaine sports have once again 
fallen victim to COVID as the sea-
son just starts up. The boys’ basket-
ball team has been shut down for a 
minimum of a week due to a positive 
test. The players and coaches found 
out on Sunday that they wouldn’t be 
allowed to participate in school and 
sport activities until Dec. 20.
 Senior Jarrid Baughman said, 
“Our coach gave us a fitness packet 
for us to do so we can maintain a 
healthy body and stay in condition.” 
Players are still waiting to find out if 
their games are rescheduled. Baugh-
man said, “I’m hoping this is the 
only time this happens because we 
already have a shortened schedule 
this season.” The Varsity is expected 
to play their next game on Tuesday 
Dec. 23 against Kenton Ridge.

Senior Jarrid Baughman

Senior Ashley Ehmer



May’s DOOM Eter-
nal continues to be 
the year’s best FPS.

The Class of 2021 
has it rougher than 
last year’s seniors.

Opinion

by Camren Hinkle

by Rylie Fullerton

DOOM Eternal, developed by id 
Software and Panic Button games 
delivers more “rip and tear” ac-
tion, as the game puts it, with even 
more innovation as its predecessor 
DOOM (2016). DOOM Eternal 
does nothing but build upon the 
2016 game with new environments 
to explore, new weapons and toys 
to cause mayhem and even more 
demons to slay.
 DOOM Eternal features fan-
tastic environments. Hell has invad-
ed earth, so you’ll be killing demons 
inside malls infested with flesh-like 
gore nests that look gorgeous in a 
gory way. Plus, you return to Mars 
and its facilities and venture into the 
realm of the Maykrs, Urdak, a tech-
nological utopia running on a pu-
rified form of argent energy. Along 
with a very metal interpretation of 
hell, you have diverse environments 
with great level design.
 Speaking of metal, the 
soundtrack in this game practically 
injects adrenaline directly into your 
veins as you jump, dodge, swing, and 
climb through the arenas of DOOM 
Eternal. With the introduction of the 
double jump and dash mechanic, 
along with monkey bars to swing on, 
DOOM Eternal’s movement feels 
extremely fluid and fast.
 DOOM Eternal’s combat is 
structured in a way to keep it action 
packed and fast paced and strate-
gic. The game does multiple things 
that prevent the game from slow-
ing down, first you begin the game 
with the combat shotgun instead 

March 12th 2020. Two days before 
Spring Break.  Thirty days left before 
the class of 2020 would graduate. 
This is when Ohio was hit with the 
pandemic and shut down for the 
next nine months. I, being the class 
of 2021, thought nothing of it. I per-
sonally was excited for a long Spring 
Break. Little did I know about all the 
hardships that were about to begin. 
I was only a year younger than the 
class of 2020 so I was friends with a 
lot of them. When the pandemic hit, 
yes everyone missed spring sports, 
but the seniors missed their last ever 

of a pistol like DOOM (2016). This 
gets you right into killing demons 
effectively. With that, there is no aim 
down sights mechanic which would 
naturally slow the game down. On 
top of these things, the Slayer has a 
new and improved arsenal this time 
around. There are some returning 
weapons like the plasma rifle and the 
2016 game’s popularsuper shotgun, 
but they have some upgrades, such 
as the meat hook attachment on the 
super shotgun that allows you to 
swing around the arena considerably 
increasing your mobility. There are 
two attachments for each weapon. 
This is great because certain weapons 
are better at dealing with different 
demons. This has you switching fran-
tically the whole time ensuring you 
get the job done efficiently. Further-
more, the Slayer is equipped with 
a shoulder mounted launcher that 
tosses grenades and shoots fire.
 In the game there are 3 things 
you need to maintain: health, armor, 
and ammo. In order to get these 
things you must get up close and 
personal with the demons. “Glory 
kills” occur when you melee a stag-
gered foe and grants you health. 
Chainsawing demons grants you 
ammo, but you have limited fuel so 
use it wisely and burning your foes 
with the flame belch grants you ar-
mor. This can be difficult because the 

Mrs. Rychener’s first-place door

demons don’t engage you; they like 
to keep their distance forcing you to 
attack.
 The game has a bunch of 
hidden collectables which were fun 
to acquire and it has a multiplayer 
mode that I personally found under-
whelming. In all, DOOM Eternal’s 
amazingly constructed combat keeps 
the game extremely fun. Along with 
a 20-hour story mode plus Slayer 
gates, and master levels, and upcom-
ing DLC this game will keep you 
entertained for a while.



Stuff I found in the 
basement of BHS

by Lindsey Heminger

season, and not to mention gradua-
tion. Although my heart did weigh 
heavy for them, I still believed I was 
going to have a normal senior year 
and was excited. Of course, that was 
not the case. 
 The 2021 school year didn’t 
begin until the 10th of September 
but it wasn’t like any other school 
year. I chose online full-time. I 
thought it would be perfect because I 
could work as much as I wanted and 
then do my classes in my free time. 
Boy was that not the case. It ended 
up being one of the hardest six weeks 
of my life. Most of the teachers I had 
weren’t familiar with Schoology, or 
they just weren’t sure how to teach 
hands-on classes like culinary over 
a screen. For me though the hardest 
part was making myself sit down 
and do the work. I fell behind. I’m 
sure almost everyone felt this way 
but from a senior’s point of view this 
pandemic was ruining everything. 
 I truly believe that the class 
of 2021 has it way worse than the 
class of 2020.  Just from what I have 
experienced so far this year I wish 
I would have taken advantage of 
the free times I had before COVID. 
I miss the Jock Block. No mat-
ter where the game is or what the 
weather is like there is always a huge 
student section. I think in my past 
three years I missed maybe a total of 
five football games, and this year all 
we even played were eight. Even with 
the games that we did have the jock 
block wasn’t allowed and only a cer-
tain number of fans could even buy 
a ticket. Not to mention the seniors 
got their last home game taken away 
from them due to a COVID can-
cellation This example is playing on 
repeat because so far everything that 
would take place in a normal high 
school year is gone.  
 On a personal level this truly 
does suck, but I know we are try-

We all know about the secret swim-
ming pool in the basement of the 
school. But have you ever wondered 
what else is stored down there? 
 The basement is filled with 
extra teacher storage, mechanical 
pipes and electrical equipment, extra 
desks and boxes filled with files from 
when they were in high school. The 
thing I found most interesting in 
the basement was the files from past 
graduates. They date all the way back 
to the 1940s, older than my grand-
parents. The government requires 
the school to keep them and no one 
is supposed to have access which is 
why many people are not allowed 
down there.  

 Each teacher has extra 
storage space in the basement. Dr. 
Noeth said, “If teachers use their 
storage space in the basement, they 
know what and where they put it 
down there.” This means that it is 
kept organized and in one spot. The 
school also stores extra desks and 
tables they do not need or use in the 
basement. 
 In the basement there was a 
lot of mechanical pipes and electri-
cal boxes which is another reason 
they do not allow people down in 
the basement very often. Since there 
was a lot of electrical equipment 
down there it made the basement 
feel much smaller than it really is. In 
the end I thought the basement was 
going to be dark and scary and it was 
the opposite of that.  

ing to make the best of it. Teachers 
and coaches are really trying to give 
us the best possible senior year we 
could have despite all the restric-
tions. In the end I guess we just have 
to be grateful for the times we had 
and the times we have now because it 
could be worse.  


